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Ca 
Fanny A. Jessup Swain 
tho, in love, 
left her early ome antong the shepherds of Syria 
to share with me the ‘goodness and mercy” 
of the Shepherd-Dord in tua Pastorates 


in America 


The Cwenty-third Psalm 


The twenty-third Psalm is a universal favorite. We 
learn it in our childhood. We cherish it throughout 
our lives, and the saints of God repeat it with their 
dying breath. James Stalker calls it, “The Psalm 
of Psalms”. 


There is a story, however, that is told of a Scotch 
entertainer (it may have been Harry Lauder), how 
that when he returned to his native land after a pop- 
ular American tour, the folk of his home town gave 
him a public reception. In the course of the evening 
he was called upon for a few remarks, and he chose 
to recite the Psalm. The recitation was followed by 
prolonged applause. Then the minister of the kirk 
was asked to conclude the evening, and he did so as he 
also recited the Psalm. His recitation, however, was 
met with complete silence. Harry Lauder, if it was 
he, rose to the occasion as he remarked, “You have 
paid our minister the perfect tribute. I know the 
Psalm. He knows the Shepherd.” 


“Beyond the sacred page” let us, therefore, seek the 
“Living Lord” as we first of all realize that the Psalm 
is summed up in the words: “The Lord is my Shep- 
herd”. It is a striking fact that so often the conclu- 
sion of a Psalm is found at its commencement. Thus 
the 27th Psalm begins, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation”. All that follows is but an unfolding of 
that fact. Also in this Psalm, all that follows the 
opening words is but the fulfilment of them. So 
Leslie Weatherhead, in closing his interpretation of 
the Psalm, tells of a child who had not yet learned the 
Psalm accurately, who began, “The Lord is my Shep- 
herd—that’s all I want”. There is a lesson in her 
mistake, but the words are given a richer, fuller 
meaning for us all by the verses that follow them. 


Turning therefore to these verses let me call your 
attention to the fact that in the next four verses we 
have, in the background, the story of the shepherd’s 
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day with his sheep; and that each portion of the day 
—the morning, the noon, the afternoon, the evening 
and the night are described in a brief but marvelously 
revealing phrase. 

First, there is the morning. “He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures.” Having slept as “the door” 
of the sheepfold during the night, the shepherd rises 
up before dawn, and, calling his own sheep by name, 
leads them out where he knows the pastures are. Ina 
land where it does not rain for six months of the 
year, “the grass withereth”, and the sheep must de- 
pend altogether upon the shepherd to lead them where 
the pastures may be found. Sometimes it is at the 
foot of a snowbank. At other times, in a deep and 
shadowed valley by running water. Then, having 
given his flock sufficient pasture, the shepherd puts 
his staff upon the bell-weather sheep and causes it 
to lie down that the other sheep may do likewise— 
sometimes in the shadow of a great rock, sometimes 
in the shade of a tree, or at the entrance of a cave. 

Then, at the noon hour—‘He leadeth me beside the 
still waters”. Thus, in the “Song of Songs” we read, 
‘Tell me, O my beloved, where thou waterest thy 
flock at the noon-tide hour, and I will be there’. 

A shepherd in the East is as familiar with the 
watering-places as with the pastures and though they 
usually are wells, or cisterns, they may also be be- 
side streams of water where he has made a quiet pool 
for his sheep to drink. It is marvellously beautiful 
to see how the shepherd brings the sheep to “the still 
waters” in squads, seven or eight at a time. There is 
never any confusion, or disorder, because of his care- 
ful and attentive management of his flock. Then, 
when the watering is finished, the sheep are led back 
to their resting place until the heat of the day is 
passed and the afternoon has come. 

In Palestine there are no fences, or barriers, to the 
fields through which the shepherd leads his flock and 
he has, therefore, to be continually on the watch lest 
any member of his flock wanders into forbidden 
paths—into a barley or a wheat field. Indeed, his 
name as a good shepherd is at stake, and if a sheep is 
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found trespassing it might be difficult to reclaim it as 
his own. He will often, therefore, take his sling from 
his belt and a smooth stone from his scrip and hurl 
the stone in the direction of the sheep, and, arresting 
its attention by calling “Taa! Taa! Ho! Ho!”, bring 
it back into right paths. So the Psalmist says, “He 
restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His Name’s sake.” That is a very 
likely incident in the afternoon of the day. 

Now, as evening comes on the shepherd may take 
some short cut through a narrow defile called “the 
valley of the shadow of death”. There is a valley 
by this name near Beirut, Syria, and we may suppose 
that once a shepherd there laid down his life for his 
sheep. I would remind you, however, that the word 
“death” is not the only possible translation of the 
original. Literally, it is “the glen of gloom’. It 
may include death—byt death, death triumphant, I 
think, is referred to at the end of the Psalm. The 
word may mean any distress, or sorrow, in our lives. 

To continue the Psalm, the enemies of the flock, 
under cover of the gathering darkness, have become 
bolder and, hiding among the rocks of the glen, 
threaten the life of the sheep. It is then that the 
shepherd has both his rod and his staff in readiness 
to “comfort them”. The rod is a club with a handle 
fastened by a cord to his wrist and with a round 
bulbous end into which large-headed nails are driven 
to make it a more effective weapon of defense. The 
tradition is that a shepherd has the right to drive a 
nail into the ball of the rod every time he defeats a 
foe of his flock. What an illustration, therefore, the 
rod is of the greater power of resistance every one 
of us has each time he overcomes a spiritual foe! 

The staff is most often a straight stick about chin 
high. It is very seldom a crook. The Arabic name 
for it is ikkaaz—something to lean upon. The shep- 
herd does rest his chin upon it as he keeps watch over 
his flock, but he has many other uses for it also. He 
will not only number his sheep, or lift them out of 
places of peril or strike down mulberry or grape 
leaves for their eating, but also reprove them with 


[5] 


it. Thus, with rod and staff be not only “com- 
forts” his sheep but likewise leads them safely all the 
way THROUGH their glen of gloom. 

Finally, night comes, and at this period of the day 
we are told of the shepherd’s most tender care for 
the still needy members of his flock. True, there are 
many who think that in these words, “Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies”, 
we have a reference to David’s royal life when he 
was conqueror of his foes and feasted in his palace 
home. But George Adam Smith is certainly right in 
saying that “these words are just as pastoral as those 
which have preceded them’. I cannot agree with him, 
however, in saying that they refer to the fugitive who 
has found refuge in the shepherd’s tent, but do under- 
stand them to refer to the care of the shepherd for 
his particularly needy sheep. 

Thus, when we read of the table that is spread, we 
are to see the sheep, that are in need of special food, 
provided with some tid-bit of pasture — mulberry 
leaves and spears of barley—as they are laid upon the 
spread-out aba, (the coat of the shepherd) as a table; 
with the enemies of the flock, the jackal, or the hyena, 
prowling near. So likewise when we are told “He 
anointeth my head with oil”, we are to see the sheep 
that has been rescued from “the lion and the bear” 
but whose hurt head (the vital part) is in need of 
anointing with healing oil. 

Or, once again when we read, “He maketh my cup 
to run over”, we are to see, perhaps, the little lamb 
that has been born during the day and carried in the 
shepherd’s bosom until nightfall, given its first drink 
of water from the over-flowing cup in the shepherd’s 
hand. 

Now, every need of every member of the flock has 
been satisfied and the sheep are kept safely within the 
fold for the night. 

Such is the shepherd’s day with his sheep. But, if 
this be the experience of one day, may not the sheep 
expect the same care throughout all their days, and 
may not the closing words of the Psalm be a fitting 
climax to its perfect unity as the Psalmist sings of 
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himself, “Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life” and in the Eternal day I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord—not then for 
days, or for years, but for—ever. 

With this background of the Psalm consider briefly 
three significant notes of it. 

1. It is Personal—‘The Lord is my Shepherd”. The 
Psalm, therefore, is like our song “America”, “My 
Country ’tis of thee”. Not that it is not owr country, 
but that each one of us can sing of it as his own, 
So in this Psalm, “The Lord is my Shepherd”. In- 
deed, there are twenty-seven personal and possessive 
pronouns in these brief six verses and, perhaps, the 
most significant of them all is found in the fourth 
verse. There the “he”, of verses two and three, 
changes to “thou”. That is, “in the valley of the 
shadow” God becomes more real and near and per- 
sonal to us than at any other time in our lives and 
we say, “Thou art with me”. 

In addressing a group of students at one of our 
leading preparatory schools the principal, who had a 
short while before lost his wife, came to me after- 
wards with tears of joy streaming down his cheeks 
as he exclaimed, “I am not alone, I am not alone! I 
too can say, ‘Thou art with me’.” 

2. Note also how true to life this Psalm is. The 
green pastures and still waters are often far away 
and difficult of approach. There are alluring ways 
to tempt us from the right path. There are glens of 
gloom through which we are called to pass. The Psalm 
therefore is not above the earth and its needs, but fits 
into all our every-day experiences whether glad or 
sad, whether good or evil. It assures us that the 
Shepherd of our days is always with us, “preserving 
and governing all His creatures and all their actions”. 

3. Again, note the appeal of the Psalm. You know 
the Psalm, but can you make it truly yours unless, like 
the sheep, you too hear the voice of the Shepherd and 
follow Him in the way in which He leads? If, there- 
fore, you are not a follower of Him—take Him as 
your leader now, for only as you hear and follow Him 
can He be your Shepherd, making provision for your 
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every need, direct you in right paths, comfort you in 
your sorrows, heal all your hurt, and make your cup 
to run over. 

Many tributes have been paid the Twenty-third 
Psalm. Henry Ward Beecher once called it “the 
nightingale Psalm of the Bible”. It is that: “a song 
in the night”. Thousands have pillowed their heads 
upon it in the hours of sorrow and sadness. But ever 
since I started a lark near Swanston, Scotland, one 
morning long ago, I have thought of it as the lark 
song of the soul—a song that begins down among 
the “green pastures” of life and makes its way up and 
up through all the varied experiences of our days to the 
very gates of God, gates through which we shall enter 
at last and where the Lord of the Psalm shall appear 
as the Shepherd still, “leading us to fountains of 
living water” for—ever! 

“Amen, so let it be: 
Life from the dead is in that word, 
’Tis immortality.” 


IN A PALESTINIAN SHEPHERD'S COSTUME, 
ADDRESSING 
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My Precious =mme; 


My sister Loulie hss just 
written me of the news of Dr. Speer's pass- 
ing. Inis is no time to write you a lone let- 
ter, only this short word of love and deep 
longing to be near you right now. I feel 
like teking the plane home st once, but know 
I can do but little right now for you end 
thet you are surrounded by family and devoted 
friends. $0 well I know thet YOU know the 
everlssting arms are around you, end the Con- 
forter is close st hand with you all the time. 
I had no idea when I ssw you last thet the 
case with him was so serious. My whole heart 
goes out to you, and I offer you all the love 
and prayers possible. Would you care to come 
here for a while? There would be time for rest, 
in the warm sun, and time for our blessed 
talks when you might feel like that. Certainly 
the Father will guide you at each step of the 
way, and bless you in all your plans and deci- 
sions. I love you so - and I love him so. He 
was a man whose love for mankind we all felt, 
I think because it was s0 rooted in his love 
for Christ. His work goes on in the inspira- 
tion of all he did,iall he wrote, all he was - 
and is. For I feel sure he is still loving 
end helping us, and the world he gave his life 
to heal end teach. 

God bless you my derling. 
Devotedly yours, 
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Eleven North Dean Street 
ENGLEWOOD, N. J. i 
Telephone Englewood 3-4430 g ) VNunracnest Y 
Ae 4 } 
13 January 1948 
Dear Mrs. Speer, 


How thoughtful of you to suggest sending 
me Mr. Speer's "Five Minutes." I would love to 
have it and I shall keep it in the office where 
I shall use it often for myself and for some of 
the people who come in. This job of mine is a 
constant challenge and had I known how much it 
would involve I doubt if I would have had the 
temerity to take it on. Do you remember when 
things used to get thick in the days when I was 
with you, how you used to laugh and say this was 
one of the days when you wished a planet would 
hit the earth? How often I think of that! 
Dealing constantly with all kinds of people is to 
me the best kind of a job. Whe difficulty is that 
I am very conscious of my limitations ani wish I 
had more to give. 


Phe snow continues to fall and old man winter 
has the bit in his teeth. ‘Lhe town-struggles to 
dig itself out but not too successfully. Could the 
snow have come before last election day I believe we 
might have had a change of administration at last. 
The city government here still functions as it did 
before the first world war, it seems to have learmed 
little ana forgotten nothing. Our new msyor, upon 
taking over office, said he would rid the community 
of "Communists" and the flavor of his remarks can 
be understood when he reverently read Kipling's 
Recessional! Decent housing, better schools, no 
segregation, competent officials, no matter which 
political party--these were brushed aside and con- 
tinue to be ignored except for the few months pre- 
ceding an election. 


No, I do not happen to have heard of 
"Man Born to be King." I will try to get hold 
of it. At present I am struggling to rid myself 
of the last of my upper teeth and get a store set. 
Once that is behind me there are lots of things I 
plan to do. First, I must find another office. 
The one I have is very expensive, it reeks with 
cooking from the restaurant downstairs, our land- 
lord is an arbitrary gentleman who won't allow us 
to put a sign on the door, refuses to supply 
toilet paper for the bathrooms, decides in his ow 
mind what shall be paid by each tenant for elec- 
tricity, because he doesn't want to go tothe ex- 
pense of putting in separate meters. It is all 
very bewildering. But it is funny, too. One of 
the tenants is a builder of QHappiness Homes" and 
is himself an amusing person. He has a funny little 
Old man who carpenters ani paints and a pounds 
away to the accompaniment of a portable radio which 
he carries from room to room. There isn't a soap bey 
opera we miss. And then we have the jute box in the 
restaurant downstairs, so all in all life is never 
dull. One more item, the main door doesn't lock on 
the inside but every once in a while someone locks 
it fromthe outside and those inside can't get out 
until the janitor who lives in another building up 
the street, comes down to let us out. If one 
had a ready pen a wonderful story could be written 
about this set-up and I'll bet the New Yorker would 
pay good money for it. 


Running from one thing to another, if Marnie 
ever patronizes the public market in Rosemont which 
is run by the residents of Lancaster County, tell 
her to get some of the homemade soap which the women 
sell in some of the booths. It is wonderful for 
kitchen and bath and so easy on the skin. I don't 
know what made me think of it at this point. I 
shall hope to see you soon and I am glad you told me 
about Marion Jennings--your faith in her made her 
the fine useful citizen she was. 


Son - sip 


Mar. Goseph Mercer Avann 
703 Washington Avs. 
Washington Court Ffouse, Ohio 
Kae 4. /F YE 
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Dear E.B.S. — 


How richly you have changed my sense of 
separation from you into its glorious opposite, 
I have not yet had the quiet time which should be 
given to your sharing of the messages prepared for 
your friends, but must send you this word of gratitude 
for having then. 


Today will be given - after church — to 
preperations for a little supper here in front of 
my window. There is in Boston briefly one of the 
early Chinese women graduates frow the P.U.M.C., 
one of the girls whom we saw go through the eight 
long years of preparation for medical service, 
the three prewedical years, then four medical 
years and one of internship. She is now head 
of the very important Midwifery School in Peking, 
which has done so much to re-cast the methods used 
by the usual Chinese attendantg at childbirth. 

And this Ling Hsiao-ying is a satisfaction in 
personality and character as well as in professional 
work, for her family is splendidly Christian - 
North China Anglican in its training - and two of 
her brothers whom I knew were very fine indeed. 


We are having our heaviest snowstorw of 
the winter - - and that means being deeply buried, 
but it is not at all impossible to get about on one's 
feet and by some public transporéation. Cars should 
not be taken out, for there is no place to leave them 
without impeding essential traffic. Gi 
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il 3 January 1948 
Dear Mrs. Speer, 


I was grateful for your letter 
and to know that you are going to stay 
in Bryn Mawr for the next few months. 
When the spring comes you will go back 
to your hills and somehow to me that is 
as it should be. You know me pretty 
well so it may seem strange to you that I 
find certain quotations which I absorbed 
somewhere along the way, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, coming to my mind again and 
again. YThere is something about hills 
and mountains that does something to me. 
I never come out of the apartment in the 
morning and see the hills across the 
valley that I don't say to myself, I will 
lift up my eyes to the hills from whence 
cometh my strength. The quotation may 
not be right but the thought is. I always 
feel sorry for those who must spend their 
lives in flat country. 


this winter reminds me so often of 
the first winter I was with you. Do you 
remember how we were buried in snow for 
weeks, how old Mr. Vedus dug up an old 
Sleigh which Billie called the low necked 
hack, or some such amusing name? And how 
Mr. Vedus asked you not to forget his boys 
With their taxicab once the wheels could 
gO around again? And then good old Harry 
took over for you when the snow finally 
melted and proved a faithful friend always. 
He has done well for himself and his family 
and is still the same dependable friend. 


I keep busy, I like my job and I 
try not to get too discouraged with what's 


going on in the world today. I suppose 

the best thing to do is to try to keep a 
perspective and not get bogged down in the 
present. I think what interests me most 

is trying to break down prejudice between 
other races and creeds. Perhaps that is 
the reason I enjoy my job so much, there is 
a chance to get to know Negroes and Jewish 
people and to work with them. 


When you do go back to your hills 
I hope you will let me come for a little 
visit because I would so love to have a 
chance to sit down and talk with you. It 
is just possible I may get over to Wayne 
before the winter is over and if I do I 
shall look forward to seeing you in Bryn 
Mawr. And I amgrateful, too, for the 
opportunity to have been at the chapel 
that day. It was all just as I knew Mr. 
Speer would have wanted to have it, and 
you and the children. 


I do hope to see you soon. 


Love, 


Wl. AZ. 
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FLORENCE M. SCOVILL 
GOULD FARM 
GREAT BARRINGTON 


MASSACHUSETTS January 10, 1948 


Dear Mrs. Speer, 

You have been in our thoughts so constantly these 
last weeks. When your letter to “lorence came she read } 
it first to herself, then she brought it down stairs ané 


we read it together. And we marveled at it. Your loss 


iar 


ad seemed so overwhelming and yet you weren't over- 


whelmed. 


When the new year came I thought, "Since Mrs. Soeer is 


what she is this year may bring her its own joy." 


AS you know, “lorence has peen quite ill. She is at 
last getting better and thinks that tomorrow norning 
she may come down and have breakfast by the fire. She 
was so troubled to have changed Miss Shearman's plans 
but if the il ness had to come one can only be thank- 


ful that it came here instead of on the journey south. 


This letter needs no anwer --.the answer came before thi 


was written in your beautiful note to #lorence. 


Affeebionately yours 


CeO | 
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9340 Washington Street 
; SanFrancisco 8,Calif. 
i Nov. 14,1947, 


Dearest Mrs. Speer,- 


Your letter mailed in Lakeville at 
6PM the 12th.reached me at 10 o'clock this morn-— 
ing.It seems almost incredible.You and I are 
accustomed to typewritten letters and one gets 
over the ground so much faster. 


I am distressed to learn that Dr. 
Speer is not so well.It is so difficult to hold 
a man down.When one thinks of the severe opera-— 
tion he had just two years ago and all the travelag 
and speaking he has done since,besides many other 
things to take his strength,one wonders however 
he has stood up under it all. I told Miss Shear-— 
man when I was with you that to me he did not look 
quite as robust as he did when I was there last yean,. 
How the men folks hate to give in to the fact that 
they cannot do at 80 all the things they did at 50. 
I shall keep you both in constant prayer before 
the Father of Love who is the giver of all good 
things,and through the guidance of a fine doctor, 
will renew his strength. 


It would seem to be such a wise plan to 
spend the winter with Margaret in Bryn ifawr and 
the Father will guide in all those plans too. How 
I wish I could be near and help you out.You know 
how I would love to were it possible. I want to 
send you some of the green avacodos and had word 
yesterday that they were ready to be sent.If you 
go to Margaret's soon it would be nice to send 
them there and the whole family there could enjoy 
them.Please let me know when you think of going 
and I will do just that. 


My peach jam still holds out,but is 


oing too fast to suit me,it is so yummy soods 
3 5 


Yesterday I spent in Petaluma and had a dear 
visit with Will and he seemed brighter than usual. 
Mrs. Miller sent me home with three dozen fresh 
eggs and another friend gave me a quart jar of wah- 
nut meats,she had cracked for me,and also a large 
punch of red berries from a lovely shrub that she 
has.The sprays of the berries are so pretty and 
brighten up the living room. 


Did I write you that fy Fnglish woolen suit 
had come from CanadatIt is a perfect fit and I feel 
very correctly dressed in it.I'm so glad that I 
PO) avr 

I'm sure your son will be guided in this 
new offer that has come to him and I will keep 
him in mind in my prayer time too. It is sucha 
wonderful experience to bring all to Him and then 
leave it with Him and give it no further worry,tho! 
the latter is what I find mo@t difficult to do.I 
seem to want to pick it up and go over it again, 
which is so wrong.I need much discipline along 
that line. Frank Labauch's book is such a help, 
and the flash prayers that we can send up to the 
Father anytime and in any place and under any 
circumstances can do so much for us as well as for 
others. I pray for your dear husband and for you 
too that you will both be sustained in this time 
anxiety. 


Life goes on busyfily here.I have been on the 
telephone most of the morning.The days are bright 
and sunny,but much cooler mornings and evenings 
and the furnace feels very good to take the chill 
off,but so far we have it on only about three 
hours in the morning and evening. 


Blessings on you,my very precious friand 
and I leave you and your dear one in His care. 


Dear love always, 
TF 
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/ OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
\ 


THE NORTHFIELD SCHOOLS 
East NORTHFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 


November 25th, 1947 


My dear Mrs. Speer: 


The sudden passing of Doctor Speer 
has brought a feeling of great loss to all 
ot us at Northfield and Mount Hermon, and 
I wish to take this opportunity to express 
our sympathy in this time of deep trouble. 
I am extremely sorry the word of his pass— 
ing did not reach us in time so that we might 
have been present at the service. 


On behalf of the Board of Trustees 
of the Schools I want you to know how deeply 
grateful we have been for Dr. Speer's support 
and counsel over the years. It will be most 
difficult for us to find as splendid a man to 
carry on in his place. 


If there is some way in which I can 
help you at any time I hope you will call on 


Mee 

by ely Ao 
Mrs.Robert E, Speer President 
Rockledge 


Lakeville, Connecticut 
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DELAVAN L. PIERSON 
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a pe ee ee eae 
ee fae ee ee 
herd Je 


_— 


2G Bare en Pe 
Wey Stee Sema, Ce ee 
SS eae ; 


Per ay 


DL=Day Letter ‘ 
LC=Deferred Cable — 
NLT <Cable Night Lezter 
A shia Radice! 


‘The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STAN. DARD TIME at point of degination 


_ .PA116 : 1947 NOV OA PM 12 40 
P.NJ33 PD=MONTCLAIR NJER 24 1211P 
MRS ROBERT E SPEER= ; 
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nding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 


MY DEEP AND LOVING SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO YOU ROBERT LIVES 
FOREVER WE SHALL MISS HIM HERE UNSPEAKABLY= 
DELAVAN L PIERSON. 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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825 Montgomery Avenue 


Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
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January 2,1948. 


. My precious Mrs. Speer,- 
A - Happy New Year to you! It was so good to get your airmail let 7 
that came today.I marvel how fast our letters travel back and forth.Yours 
+ ° ad ra z . ss . ee e 
was maided Dec. 3lst at 2 PM and I got it this morning a little after 10. 


You see I also make use of this box of airmail stationery that 


of 
I brought back with me from Rockledge.It slips into the typewriter so easily 
: Tim surprised that the avacodos reached you so late.I sent for 5 
some for ourselves and they came a full week before Christmas.Probably the 
Se Sat delayed yours so no wonder they were ready to eat when they arrived 
L'm glad they arrived at a time when they could be used for a special 
ec occasion.I made some of that delicious dessert. out of some of ours and the 
¢ other members of the staff vote it to be the best ever. 
‘ik Tim so glad you will enjoy the book about Yew Fngland. I enjoy- 


ed,so much that T thought you woul: i 
"Atte hought you would too.When my present term runs out with 
poe Levene, Guild Book ‘of the Month Club I am going to give it up,and have 
Eocene ES nS another.The choice is not always what I, want fe aE ane 
iis too muc iection. You are so’ good about tellin Set acne ar re 
SB MsrAeeet RoeME wane Dave 


1er's 


meant something to you,and then — see or read abo 


T have decided to get what I want when T want it hereafter. I will get 
"The Wan Born to. be King¥I'tm sure thé Episcopal Church Book Shop will have 


ey 
a it and no doubt other places. 


You are such a dear to write me as you do.~ can imagine that 
there are many demands made upon your time in winding up your business 
affairs,for so many things that, your dear one used to do now falls into 


ay your hands to eare for. I'm so glad your brother _is near by. Then the, task 
of answering hundreds of letters is a large one.l deeply appreciate the 


_ place I hold in your life,for, you are deeply precious to me and I thank ai 
God for you daily. 


I have just finished my finance reports for 1947,that his atom 
Dec., because our fiscal year does not close until May 31st.My next job 
7 is my annual report,not statistical,but the life here at Gum Yoon for the 
past year, for Miss Ristine,but I am not going to start that this evening, 
as it is after seven o'clock now.Have been working here in my room this 
afternoon where I wouldn't be disturbed by bells etc.,tho® on call if 
needed.So before putting the typewriter to bed for the night, vho't 1 would 


e have a little visit on paper with you. 


Mew Year's Day I spent with Rhoda Foster Warne and her husband 
and her mother.It rained all day, but we had a lovely day indoors about 


the. open fire. [t}still raining and we are so grateful,for this part of the 
3 eountry is so in need of 4¢t.Conseauently it is much warmer. 


So glad you have had a good visit with Miss Shearman. Please 
five her my fond greetings when you write to her or see her again. She is 
a dear person.I have a friend, just two years younger that T,and we have 


been very close since we were girls together in school. 


T am just finishing the delicious peach jam I prott home with 
me from Rockledge.There is just about enough for two more preakfasts.I[t 
has been such a treat and the nicest peach jam I have ever had.. Mow If 
have some blackberry jelly that Rhode Foster “arne gave me for Christmas, 
so through the kindness of, my good friends I Have jellies and jams! Jeee 
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My dear Mrs. Speer- 


CHARLES E. Dunn 2LSt DeCe,y 19h:7 
19 WEST STREET 
FAIR HAVEN, VERMONT 


I was very sorry indeed 
to hear of the death of Dr. Speere He was a fa- 
miliar figure on the Princeton campus when I 
was a student there 35 years ago. I heard him 
speak often then and T also had contacts with 
him in later days. I think the last time I heard 
his voice was when he spoke in the spring of 1936 
at the Dinner celebrating the centennial of Union 
Seminary. 


I have two of his books, 
"The Marks of a Man," and "The Principles of 
Jesus." 


was without question 
one of the greatest of modern Cyristians with 
a world-wide influence of amazing extent. His 
missionary statesmanship was of the highest 


calibree 
I am aware also that you 


and he passed through a very grievous personal 
sorrow and did so with a triumphant spirite 


All those who knew Dre 
Speer will cherish his memory and try hard to 
live by his devotion to Christe 


With deep sympathy, 
(La one. 
Tintin, I Oo c pang Bona Lunch 
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March 4, 1948 


Mrs. Robert E. Speep, 
825 Montgomery Ave., 
Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania. 
Dear Mrs. Speer:- 

I want to thank you for the book " Five 
Minutes a Day" and particularly for your thoughtfulness 
in putting your autograph in it in lieu of Mr. Speer's. I 
get a lot of enjoyment in reading it. 

I am enclosing a check for $1.25 which I hope will cover 
the expense of sending it but will never take the place of 
my gratitude to you for taking the time out of,what I am 
sure is,a busy life to send it to me. 

Agaim thanking you and extending my best wishes for 
you health and happiness, I remain 


Yours sincerely, 
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November 26, 1947 


My dear lirs. Speer: 


In the midst of the multitude of those who wish to 
express their sympathy to you and your children at this time 
I must add my small voice. 


I had the unusual opportunity, as you may know, of 
observing the great Robert HE. Speer at work in the interests 
of God's Kingdom for many years. He was the Chairman of this 
Committee when I entered its service thirty-one years ago, 
and I became Mr. Speer's humble servant, as did every other 
member of our staff, from the moment we met him. I feel quite 
sure that he will remain always my ideal of a truly great 
Christian gentleman. Dr. Juan Orts Gonzales and I used to 
spend hours at luncheon together discussing with wonder 
the perfection that Mr. Speer had reached in the Christian 
way of life. ‘ 


For those of you who have lost his physical presence 
among you I offer my heartfelt condolences. Your privileges 
of relationship to him have been so great that I hope there 
will be much thanksgiving in your hearts at this season des- 
pite your bereavement. 


Most sincerely, 


JAMES H. FRANKLIN 
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THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 


January 15, 19)8 


Mrs. Robert E,Speer 
825 Montgomery 
Bryn Mawr, Pa, 


My dear Mrs. Speer: 


Returning from a two months trip in Europe I find the enclosed 
letter which was not sent on to you in the communications forwarded to you 
by Dr. Ruland who was serving as chairman of the Administrative Committee 
during my absence. 


As Dr. Benjamin J. Bush, our World Council representative in 
Geneva, and myself cabled you from Paris when we learned of Dr. Speer's 
death you know how deep was our thought of you when we learned of the passing 
of our great leader, 


It was a real sorrow to me not to be present to share in the 
memorial service to Dr. Speer in the First Presbyterian Church in New York City. 
You will know how very near I was with you in spirit. 

May God continue to comfort and bless you these meaningful 
days. Mrs. Leber and I appreciated the personal note which you sent to us 
on the beautiful card of remembrance you shared with us, 

With all good wishes and warm regards, 


Sincerely, 


Charles T. Leber 


504 Wesley Buildings 
299 Queen Street West 
Toronto 12 


Canada. 
December 27,1947 


Rev.Robert E.Speer,D.D. 
156 Sth Avenue 
New York. 


Dear Dr.Speer: 


I was one of the students from Toronto at the Volunteer 
Convention held in Toronto in 1902,and it was there that 
I volunteered for the Foreign Mission field. I graduated 
from the University of Toronto and from Knox College of this 
city,in 1906. The same fear I married Margaret MacKay, only 
child of Dhe late Dr.R.P.MacKay,D.D.,whom,I believe,you remember 
with affectionate memory. That Autumn we left for China, 
and just this month I am severing my connection with our 
Overseas Missions Board,after forty-one years' service. 


Since coming home,I have written a book on the liquor 
evil,a copy of which I am sending you under separate aiures 
cover. If you would care to give me your criticism of it, 
I would be very glad to receive it. Much of the book 
applies especially to the United Church,but the general 
principles are wider. 


Since the enclosed leaflet was printed many other 
gppreciations of the book have been received,including one from 
Dr.dames S.SPewart,of North Morningside Church, Edinburgh, 
whom,I expect,you know. 


Yours sincerely, 
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